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Mike’'s Message...

Recently, our church has been in the news. The Greensburg Daily
News did a small article about the house coming down. That’s good
news. That's good exposure for the community as well as the church. In
today’s time, far to often when we hear news about a congregation it isn’'t
good. We hear about some preacher leaving and taking people or
money or both with him. We hear about disunity, fighting and quarreling.

The book of 1 Corinthians is about unity. Understanding there are
differences within the body of Christ, yet there must be unity. We must
be united because we are the body of One, who is the head, Jesus
Christ.

Jesus taught His disciples (which includes those who follow Him
today), there is no great love than this, that one lay down his life for a
friend. It is in that passage where Jesus commands us to love one an-
other. In the book of 1 John, a common thread running through the
whole letter is love for one another unity! Col 3:14-17 “Beyond all these
things put on love, which is the perfect bond of unity. Let the peace of
Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were called in one body;
and be thankful. Let the word of Christ richly dwell within you, with all wis-
dom teaching and admonishing one another with psalms and hymns and
spiritual songs, singing with thankfulness in your hearts to God. Whatever
you do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving
thanks through Him to God the Father. (NASU)

Continued inside. . .



Mike’s Message continued...

Now, does that mean we will always agree on absolutely everything? The
answer is no. Just like children growing up in the same house, there are dis-
agreements. Yes, it is sad and true that some families split over silly arguments,
jealousy, pride, or even bitter anger. When that happens, the whole family suf-
fers. Relationships are never the same.

Because we ALL are children, there will be disagreements. We all don’t
like sugar and cream in our coffee. As a matter of fact, we all don’t like coffee!
That doesn’t make one person right or wrong, that is just the way we are.

I would like to suggest that all of us strive to make sure we are showing
good publicity. The world is just waiting on bad publicity about the church and
those within it. Our enemy enjoys slandering the name of Christ and His follow-
ers, therefore we must never give him a chance. Don’t put on a show, be real!

Whatever you do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus,
giving thanks through Him to God the Father. That's good publicity!

Growing together,
Mike

Elders Express: What does it take to be saved? Many people believe that it takes
only one act in order to be saved. They believe that act to be baptism. While baptism
is a part of what is essential for salvation, it is not the only ingredient that is needed to
be saved. Also, once a person follows the steps to salvation, they are not saved for-
ever. They must follow through living a Christian lifestyle until the Lord returns. So
what does it take to be saved? This month we will talk about the first step towards be-
ing saved: Hearing the word.

If we are not exposed to hearing the message of the gospel, how can we be ex-
pected to follow or know any of the other steps to salvation? The answer is that we
cannot. If someone does not know about Jesus, who He is or what he has done for
us. How can that person be expected to know anything of salvation? If we look into
scripture we see that the first step was simply sharing the message of the gospel.

In 1 Corinthians 15:1-5 Paul informs the Corinthian people that he delivered the
message of “first importance.” The message that he also received: Christ died for our
sins, was buried and raised the first day. This is all according to the scriptures. The
first thing Paul did when he received the message was to proclaim it for all to hear.
Paul followed the other steps we will discuss, but initially the first thing that was es-
sential for Paul to be saved was for him to hear the message itself.

There are many other passages listed in the New Testament to suggest that we
have a need to be saved. Paul said in Romans 3:23 that “all have sinned and fallen
short of the glory of God”. In Romans 6:23 he said that “the wages of sin is death, but
the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord”. This is essentially the first
part of the message as it allows us to see scripturally that we are sinners and that
there is a message that we need to hear. In Romans 10:17 we are told that our “faith
comes from hearing and hearing by the word of Christ”. In Matthew 7:24-27, Jesus
informs us that “anyone who hears these words of mine and acts upon them may be
compared to the wise man who built his house upon the rock. And the rain fell, and
the floods came and the winds blew and slammed against that house; and yet it did
not fall, for it had been founded on the rock. Everyone who hears these words of Mine
and does not act upon them, will be like a foolish man who built his house on the
sand. The rain fell, and the floods came, and the winds blew and slammed against
that house; and it fell-and great was its fall.” If we heed these words of Jesus and the
message given to us through the Apostle Paul we can have an understanding of the
first step that is essential for salvation: Hearing the message of the Gospel. See you

next month for step two.



Westport Christian Church

Biblical Ed class 9:30

Worship 10:30

Sunday night & Youth Group 6:00

Wednesday night 7:00

September

Birthdays
3rd Michael Cann
13th Rita Spencer
19th Michael Garris
28th Mike Robbins

Anniversaries

18th Larry & Roseann
Hanies

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Eri Sat
1 2 3 4 5 6
Labor Day! Women’s Meeting at| Bible Study 7:00
Donni Buchanan Free concert by; The Woodsmen
7:00 Crystal Valley Quartet 6:00
Quartet 7:00
7 8 Encouraging 9 10 11 12 13
Westport BBQ Others 6:30 Bible Study 7:00 Derby Dinner trip
Family Sunday Board Meeting 6:30 Leave at 4:15
Elders/Deacons fol-
lowing
14 15 16 17 18 19 20
Ministry Outreach Encouraging Others Bible Study 7:00
Skybird Manor 3:00 | 6:30
21 22 23 24 25 26 27
All Church Pitch-In | Encouraging Others Bible Study 7:00 Christ Driven Teens
6:30 kick-off 3-6
28 29 30

Ministry Outreach
Morning Breeze

Encouraging Others
6:30




What's CookK'in

Plum Oatmeal Crisp

% cup plus 1 Tablespoon all purpose flour (spooned and leveled)
lcup plus 2 Tablespoons packed light-brown sugar
Y cup old-fashioned rolled oats (not quick-cooking)
1/4 teaspoon salt
Y cup (1 stick) cold unsalted butter, cut into small pieces
2 Y5 pounds ripe plums cut into 1 inch pieces

Preheat oven to 375 degree. In a medium bowl, stir to-
gether ¥ cup flour, 1 cup sugar, oats, and salt. Using a pastry
blender or two knifes, cut in butter until coarse crumbs form.

In a shallow 2-quart baking dish, toss plums with remaining
2 tablespoons sugar and tablespoon flour; sprinkle with oats top-
ping. Place dish on a rimmed baking sheet. Bake until topping is
golden brown, 40-45 minutes. Let cool 20 minutes before serv-
ing.
Enjoy!



