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Mike’'s Message...

As many of you know, Ronda’s birthday is February 1. What you
also know is the 2" day of February is Groundhog day. Now, before |
even go on, | must admit | am still confused as to what happens if the
groundhog sees or doesn’t see his shadow. Is it six more weeks of win-
ter or six more weeks till spring? To me, six weeks is six weeks! We
can't rush it, speed it up, or do absolutely anything to change the fact that
six weeks is six weeks. What | do find interesting is the fact that every
person | know looks forward to spring. We have no idea as to when
spring will arrive, all we know is that it’'s on its way.

Since | know that spring will one day be here, | like to do some
things in preparation for when spring does arrive so | can enjoy it to its
fullest. Take for example, the other day | got a seed catalog in the mail. |
took a few minutes to glance through it and you know what | discovered?
| discovered | would like to have one of everything in the book and per-
haps two of some! It did help me to start thinking about what | would like
to put in the garden. The fact is | enjoy planting and reaping the benefits
from that planting. | also got a new catalog from “Bass Pro Shop!” Need
| say more about that one? The truth is, because | truly enjoy both plant-
ing a garden and fishing | am planning and preparing now for spring to
arrive.

As Christians, we should also be planning and preparing. What
are we to be planning and preparing for? The return of Jesus Christ!
You may be wondering how do we go about that? I'm glad you asked. |
would like to share just a few things to help you plan and prepare. First,
begin your planning and preparing by praying. Pray that God will show
you a clear path to follow to His will for your life. Prayer not only leads
you to His will; it also will give you the strength you need. When we pray,
we tap into the power of the Creator.

Continued inside. . .



Mike’s Message continued...

Secondly, read His word. There is an old “Blue Grass” song called, “I'm
Using my Bible as a Road Map.” The Bible is not just some book. It's God’s
Word. It truly is a road map for our life--our map to salvation, our map for living
and our map for dying.

Thirdly, get involved by serving. We serve God by serving others. Itis my
prayer this congregation continues to make an impact in our area for Christ. We
can impact people’s lives by helping to meet their needs, both physical and spiri-
tual. After all, that is what Jesus did, wasn't it?

Fourthly, plan on taking as many with you as you can. If we truly believe
that Jesus is the only way to heaven and if you truly have a desire to save the
lost, then we should be telling everyone! Now, | know that not everyone you tell
will want to know more about Jesus but one of them will. Which one, | don’t know
but God knows.

These are just a few of things to help you plan and prepare for the return of
Jesus Christ. How do | know He is returning? Because He said so! How do |
know its true? Because Jesus rose from the dead! His resurrection is the proof
that Jesus is who He said He is--the Son of God.

In a few weeks we are going to celebrate this wonderful event of the resur-
rection. March 23 is Resurrection Sunday and this is a wonderful opportunity for
you to be praying, reading His word, serving and inviting in order that someone
you invite may come to know Jesus as Lord!

“That I may know Him and the power of His resurrection and the fellowship
of His sufferings, being conformed to His death; in order that | may attain to the
resurrection from the dead.” (Phil 3:10-11 NASU)

Growing together,
Mike

Ladies, It's so nice to see daylight lasting longer in the evening and starting
earlier in the morning. | always feel more upbeat when it's light outside as |
leave for work.

This month we will celebrate the light of the resurrection breaking
forth from the darkness of the tomb. Jesus came to rescue us from the dark-
ness of sin. As Corrie Ten Boom put it "He left heaven and came down to
earth. He humbled Himself to be born as a baby and to be laid in a manger.
He endured the life of this world for thirty-three years and died on a cross to
bear the punishment of our sin. What is He now doing in glory? He is plead-
ing for us."

We are now His representatives-- His ambassadors-- to our families,
our neighbors, our world. We must remember to let His light shine from us
every day through what we say or do.

See you Sunday, fellow ambassadors!

2nd. Christ Driven Teens 6-8
4th Women’s meeting at church 7:00
4th Elders/Deacons meeting 6:00
9th Ministry Outreach Skybird Manor 3:00
11th Board Meeting 7:00
14th T.G.L.F. 6-8
15th ALL Church work day 7:30
16th ALL Church Pitch-In After worship
20th Special Communion service 7:00
21st Good Friday Service at Wesleyan church 7:00
23rd SONrise Service 7:00 am
Breakfast following
23rd Morning breeze 2:30

30th Ministry Outreach Morning Breeze 2:30



CALLING ALL YOUTH

Congratulations to Michael Cann for his first place win at the State Solo En-
semble contest. Michael also received a second place finish in the Barber Shop
Quartet category.

| would like to remind everyone, if you are in a group, team, program, what-
ever the case may be, let us know. | know | would like to come and see you pre-
form if | can and | know others would as well. So please let us all know so we can
support you.

Only three more months left for school! What are you going to do this sum-
mer? Well, | hope that those of you who can will join us for a community service
day. This will be in conjunction with the Christ Driven Teens, so | know it should be
fun. Not only that, but it will give us an opportunity to give back to the community
and the let our light shine for Jesus at the same time.

Have you thought about a short term missions trip over the summer? Are
you planning on going to camp? Are you planning on playing ball this summer?
Whatever you are planning on doing, just remember, take Jesus with you!

Last month the winner of the question was Alex Garris. Good job Alex. |
thought | would ask one more to see is someone would like another CD. Okay,
here’s the question. Tell me something about Abinadab? Who was he or what did
he do?

| would also like to put out a challenge. | would like to see if at least five of
you could memorize Proverbs 3:5-6. Now, if five of you can do this and tell me be-
fore the end of March, | will treat all five of you to a special treat. So get working.

Later

The Elders Corner:

We, the Elders, have decided that we would set aside a corner of the News-
letter in order to reach out in love to you. There are many issues attacking the
church in today’s generation not unlike the 1 Century Church, which was plagued
with problems. Our intention is to address some of these issues to see what the
scripture tells us.

In Acts 20:28 (NASB) Paul instructed the Elders to “be on guard for yourselves
and all the flock among which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers, to shepherd
the church of God which He (Jesus) purchased with his own blood.” This speaks of
defending against false doctrines, which attempts to challenge the scriptures.

In 1 Peter 5 we also see scriptural instruction for the Elders to be shepherds of
the flock voluntarily with eagerness acting as a role model for the church to follow. A
Shepherd watching over his sheep has three main duties to fulfill towards the sheep.

First, the shepherd was to guard his sheep, protecting them from ravenous
wolves that would come to devour them while. We see this comparison in the New
Testament scripture reference above. In Acts Paul warns the church at Ephesus to
protect themselves against ravenous wolves seeking to devour the flock in order to
cause division among them. These wolves are people who will seek to attack the
validity of the scripture and attempt to lead people from the truth of Jesus dying and
being raised from the dead (Foundation of our faith-1 Corinthians 15: 1-5).

Secondly, the Shepherd is responsible for making sure the sheep have adequate
food and water in order to sustain life. This responsibility is being charged to the Eld-
ers in 1 Peter 5 in which Peter tells the church to shepherd the flock. The Elders
need to feed the congregation, that is, to see that the church is being given the truth
and growing in the Lord (Spiritually fed). The most excellent way is by role modeling
Christian behavior, living a lifestyle pleasing to God and being involved in teaching
God’s word.

Lastly, a Shepherd addresses the physical needs of his sheep by assuring that
they are being cared for. The greatest example of this comes from our Lord and
Savior Jesus (The Chief Shepherd) when he is taught the people and provided
through a miracle on two different occasions food for the people. The most noted is
in John 6 where Jesus fed the 5,000 as they gathered around listening to him speak.
Elders need to make sure that our congregation has their physical needs attended
to in order to fulfill the will of God for His church.

The Elders at the Westport Christian Church have committed themselves to
these instructions until Jesus returns. So do not be surprised if you receive a tele-
phone call, letter in the mail or a drop-in visit from one of the leaders in the church in
order that the ministry might be fulfilled for Christ Jesus.

See You Soon!



Westport Christian Church

Biblical Ed class 9:30
Worship 10:30

Sunday night & Youth Group 6:00

Wednesday night 7:00

March

Birthdays
3rd Edna Layton
Jim Layton
26th Joshua Riggs
29th Kenny Blanton
Peggy Combs

Anniversaries

16th Donnie & Jill
Sageser

18th Mike & Alberta
Robbins

31st Mike & Ronda
Bartlett

31st Keith & Charlene
Cooley

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1
2 Family Sunday 3 GNC 4 5 6 7 8 God's Men
No Wee-worship Elders/Deacons 6:00 Meth Awareness Breakfast 7:30
Women’s meeting Bible study 7:00 night 7:00
7:00
9 10 GNC 11 12 13 14 15
Ministry Outreach Board Meeting 7:00 | Prayer meeting 6:15 *ALL Church work
Skybird Manor 3:00 Bible study 7:00 day 7:30-?
16 All Church Pitch- | 17 18 19 20 *Communion 21 Community 22
In following worship No Bible Study Service 7:00 pm** Good Friday Service
_ _ Mike on Vacation 7:00 @ Westport
Hilltop presentation 6 Wesleyan church
23 ***Resurrection 24 GNC 25 26 27 28 29
Sunday*** see de- Bible study 7:00
tails below SCIMCF
Morning Breeze 2:30
30 31

Ministry Outreach
Morning Breeze 2:30

**Resurrection Sunday** We will have our SONrise service at 7:00 with anderful breakfast to
follow. We will have our regular worship servicas10:30. Evening service has been cancelled




