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Mike’s Message... 

 The other day I had the opportunity to go on an adventure.  I was 
excited about going because this is something that I really enjoy because 
I get to enjoy what it brings about.  As I started getting ready to go, I be-
gan to go through the things I would need in my mind.  Soon, I was ready 
to head out the door.  After telling Ronda bye, I got into my truck and 
headed down the road.   
 In no time, I found myself pulling up at my destination.  After a few 
moments of polite conversation, I headed to the patch.  I was on a mis-
sion to pick some raspberries for a pie.  I was really hoping to get enough 
for the freezer as well as having enough to give some away.  I had been 
there just a few days before and the berries were hanging in bunches, 
ripe and ready for picking. 
 I had made the decision to start on the outside of the patch and 
work my way in.  I had no sooner started picking when the attack came.  
Out of nowhere, a huge gigantic flock of mosquitoes began swarming 
around my head.  Now, I know some of you are thinking right now, 
preacher, mosquitoes don’t travel in flocks!  I use to think the same thing 
until that  moment.  WOW!  There must have been 10,000.  Okay maybe 
not that many, but there was a bunch!  Anyhow, before I had three ber-
ries in my bucket, thirty mosquitoes were drawing blood.   
 I tried to go ahead and pick, but it was too much.  My forehead be-
gan to feel like a pin cushion and the buzzing in my ears sounded like a 
rock concert.  Luckily, Jeff had some spray.  After fogging myself down, 
with a little help from Jeff, back to the patch I went.  Strangely enough, no 
more biting mosquitoes.  They didn’t even land on me.  (That might be 
because I had so much on, they couldn’t get enough traction to land and 
stick!)    Continued inside. . .  
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Mike’s Message continued . . …  With the mosquitoes taken care of, I began to 
work my way into the patch to retrieve the prize for which I came.  With the 
thorns from the raspberry vine, the wild roses, and the thorn tree sticking into my 
skin, I began to think it would be better just to buy berries at the store! Not only 
did I have to face the bugs and thorns, many of the berries were gone.  Between 
the birds and other bugs, many of the early berries were now gone or too ripe to 
pick.  I continued on, however, to get enough for a pie. 
 Do you understand the comparison between my adventure with the ber-
ries and our Christian walk?  There are many things around us that will try to 
draw the life blood from your soul.  I went into the berry patch without being prop-
erly protected.  Many of us leave our homes each day without the protection we 
need from God’s word and prayer.  We seem to think that we can swat those 
things out of our lives. Besides, it’s no big deal if we get bit, look how small it is.  
Often we are unable to see the swarm hovering over our head. 
 Not only do we have to contend with the devil’s schemes to drain us, there 
are always the deterrents. The thorns and stickers of life. Trials–hardships–
difficulties–lack of money–uncertainties of health–the list can go on and on.  The 
Apostle Paul put it this way:  
“I press on toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Je-
sus.” (Phil 3:14 NASU) 
 So, allow me to encourage you to prepare yourself daily with God’s word 
and do not allow the deterrents of life to keep you from your prize! 
Growing together, 

Mike 
 
 
  
 

 Elders Express  
 It’s July already and the year is half over. For the rest of the year we will be fo-
cusing on various topics that are prevalent to every Christian. Each one of these top-
ics at some point has affected us or someone we know. This month we are going to 
talk about Abortion.      
 This topic may seem a mood point, but in America today, women can legally 
terminate a growing life inside of themselves. Although statistics say Abortion rates 
are lower over the course of the last few years, still there are multiple Abortions per-
formed each year. In 2005 alone, there were 1.2 million pregnancies terminated. The 
Abortion percentages are not actually lower, but rather pregnancy rates have dropped 
which have affected this rate. Do we as Christians care? If you answered no, then 
maybe you need to rethink your stance. For the answer, we need to seek scripture 
reference for what the Bible says about the life inside of the womb. Is it life? Does a 
woman have the right to chose?      
 Jeremiah 1:5 says "Before I formed you in the womb I knew you, And before 
you were born I consecrated you; I have appointed you a prophet to the nations." The 
Lord God explained to Jeremiah that he knew him within the womb before he was 
born.”  Psalm 139:13-14 says “For You formed my inward parts; You wove me in my 
mother's womb. I will give thanks to You, for I am fearfully and wonderfully made; 

Wonderful are Your works, And my soul knows it very well.”  
 God made us and fashioned us in the manner that he wanted us to be. We 
were made in the likeness and image of God.      
 As Christians our bodies are given to us by God and we are to take care of 
them in the best way possible. When our bodies become full of another life outside of 
our own, such as being pregnant, we must understand that scripture informs us that 
this life inside is being fashioned and formed by God into a human being. This life has 
its own heart beat within days of conception. Clearly, we have no right to take this life 
away from this world. The Bible explains this as murder if we do so. Abortion then is 
wrong and therefore a sin. It should never be a consideration no matter what the cir-
cumstances.      
 Remember our God is also a God full of grace and love. Nothing we do, no sin 
we commit is too great for our God to forgive. Encourage one another and live a life-
style striving to be free from sin.  

The greatest single cause of atheism in the World t oday is Christians 
who acknowledge Jesus with their lips and walk out the door and deny Him by 

their lifestyle. That is what an unbelieving World simply finds  
unbelievable.  

God Bless,  John 

 



July 

Birthdays 
2nd Jacob Richards 
9th Chris Glover 
19th Alex Garris 
20th Pat Black 
29th Carolyn Blanton 
31st Steve Smith 
 

Anniversaries  
5th Harold & Joan 
 Sterling 
 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 
Bible Study 7:00 

2 
 
 

3 4 

5 Family Sunday 6 
Board Meeting 7:00 

7 Bible Study 
Women Celebrating 
Christ  7:00 

8 
Bible Study 7:00 
 

9 10 11 

12 
Ministry Outreach 
Skybird Manor 3:00 

13 
 
 

14 
God’s Men 6:15 
Women’s business 

15 
 
Bible Study 7:00 

16 17 18 
 

19 
ALL Church Pitch-In 

20 
 

21 22 23 24 25 

26 
Ministry Outreach 
Morning Breeze 2:30 
Evening service 6:00 

27 28 
S.C.I.M.C.F. @ First 
Christian Columbus 
 

29 
 
Bible Study 7:00 

30 31  

       

The times for our VBS will be Sunday night 6:00-8:30 
Monday thru Friday 6:30-8:30 

*****Vacation Bible School***** See above for details 

Mike on vacation 

Mike on vacation 



Ladies Only 
Changes and challenges–definitely the theme for this summer.  With so many new 
people, change is inevitable.  There are new people serving in every part of church 
activity.  Different ones are stepping in to help with praise and worship, children 
care, children’s church and the list goes on.  It’s WONDERFUL!!   
 
Sunday school for grades 1 through 6 is changing dramatically.  We are changing 
to a workshop style program.  The new name is “Sunday’s Cool Love Connection 
To Jesus” or Sunday’s Cool for short.  Vickie Ritchy and I are working together to 
shepherd and teach using art, storytelling, games, cooking , and more.  This will be 
a time your child will not want to miss! 
 
The Women’s Ministry has a new name to go with our new format– Women Cele-
brating Christ (or WCC.)  The business meeting has moved to the second Tuesday 
of the month and WCC Bible Study is the first, third, and fifth (when possible) 
Tuesday.  It’s fun to watch people step out of their comfort zones and try new 
challenges– leading Bible Study, answering discussion questions– even praying 
aloud. 
 
Then on the home front many of us are facing health situations, job changes, and 
uncertain economic times.  God is using these to teach us and change us.  Romans 
8:28 says “We know that in everything GOD WORKS for the good of those who 
love Him.”  (Emphasis mine.)  He is truly working in our lives even when things 
look bleak.  Nothing takes Him by surprise and He knows what plans He has for 
us.  We can trust Him with all we have.  
 
Ladies, change is okay and challenges make us stronger in the Lord.  Don’t let fear 
steal your joy! 
Meet with us Sunday– I’ll save your seat!! 
 
Love and prayers, Donni 

 


